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Oxford lifts
city-wide
mask mandate
VIOLET JIRA

thedmnews@gmail.com

HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Ole Miss wide receiver Braylon Sanders catches a pass from quarterback Matt Corral for a touchdown in
Ole Miss’s game against Tulane on Sept. 18.
SEE FOOTBALL PAGE 6

The City of Oxford’s
Board of Aldermen voted
in a special board meeting
on Tuesday to lift the
city-wide mask mandate.
The
decision
comes
after cases of COVID-19
nationwide, statewide and
locally have been on the
decline. Unvaccinated city
employees are still required
to wear masks inside city
buildings.
Despite
the
city’s
decision to lift the city-wide
mandate, the University of
Mississippi is maintaining
the university-wide indoor
mask mandate.
“The
University
of
Mississippi
currently
requires face coverings
in indoor public spaces
on campus, regardless of
vaccination status. It is an
evidence based mitigation
strategy that has assisted
us in delivering in-person
learning and maintaining a
full on-campus experience
with the least amount
of disruption,” said UM
Strategic Communications
Director Lisa Stone. “We
continue to evaluate this
protocol and urge our
community to do its part to
keep everyone safe by taking
advantage of the free and
widely available vaccines.”
The Board of Aldermen’s
decision was made in a
brief special board meeting
on the afternoon of Sept.
28. Oxford’s Director of

Emergency
Management
Jimmy Allgood opened
the meeting with remarks
on
Oxford’s
COVID-19
statistics as of late.
“We’re actually starting
to trend down now with
an average of 22.86 cases
per day over the past seven
days,” he said.
When the mask mandate
was reinstated on Aug. 24,
the seven-day average was
27, and cases were trending
upwards. Baptist Memorial
Hospital North-Mississippi
declared an internal state of
emergency the same week.
The hospital is now treating
drastically fewer COVID-19
cases and is even accepting
transfer patients, as Mayor
Robyn Tannehill explained.
“Our hospital numbers
continue to be much better.
That number [of COVID-19
patients in Intensive Care
Unit beds] has gone down
dramatically over the past
few weeks, but consistently
over the past seven days,”
she said. “They have taken in
31 direct admits or transfers
over the past week, which
says that we’re doing a good
job of freeing up hospital
beds — they’re able to take
folks from the surrounding
counties or states even
when our beds become free.
And it shows what a great
job our hospital has done
in managing effective care
when they are a regional
health center.”
Currently,
49.9%
of

SEE MANDATE PAGE 3

Oxford activists organize local Women’s March
KELBY ZENDEJAS

thedmnews@gmail.com

Several local women have
organized a “Women’s March
for Reproductive Rights” to
take place Saturday, Oct. 2, to
coincide with Women’s Rights
events taking place across the
country to protest the Supreme
Court’s recent Texas abortion
law decision. The event is
one of three taking place
in Mississippi — Biloxi and
Jackson also will have events.
Ole
Miss
psychology
professor Kate Kellum and
Cristen Hemmins, chair of the
Lafayette County Democrats,
have been working with other

Oxford citizens in organizing
the event. After their initial
request to march was denied
by the city of Oxford’s Board
of Aldermen and Code
Enforcement Officer Johnny
Sossaman, Kellum received a
“yes” to gather instead.
“I do want to give credit
to all of them,” Kellum said.
“After the initial ‘no’ and some
feedback on that ‘no’ from their
constituents, the city worked
together — our elected officials
and the police worked together
to find a reasonable solution.”
Despite
the
obstacles
Kellum and the Women’s
March co-organizers faced,
Kellum believes that the
gathering is important to

bring awareness to women’s
reproductive rights, as she
has seen women struggle to
find the appropriate medical
attention they need.
“Sometimes, people talk
about good abortions, like all
the ones that save lives — but
all abortions should be choices
that are made by the people
involved, not our elected
officials,” she said. “These
should be medical decisions.”
The United States Supreme
Court will hear oral arguments
starting on Dec. 1 regarding
the Mississippi abortion case
that threatens to overturn Roe
v. Wade.

SEE MARCH PAGE 2
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MARCH

continued from page 1
The case, Dobbs v. Jackson
Women’s Health Organization,
challenges the Mississippi
law that bans most abortions
prior to a fetus becoming
viable. In 2018, the Mississippi
Legislature voted to ban most
abortions after 15 weeks.
Fetal viability typically is
acknowledged to be between
22 and 24 weeks. Despite the
2018 law being struck down
by the 5th U.S Circuit Court
of Appeals, the U.S. Supreme
Court’s decision to consider the
case potentially poses a serious
challenge to Roe v. Wade, the
1973 ruling that declared a
woman has a constitutional
right to terminate a pregnancy
in the first six months, when a
fetus is incapable of surviving
outside the womb.
Ole
Miss
assistant
pharmacy professor Sujith
Ramachandran, who is also
attending this march, is a
health
policy
researcher
and advocate for healthcare
quality. Ramachandran says
that access to abortion is an
essential healthcare service.

The implications of this
Mississippi case and the
possibility of the ruling being
overturned would trickle
down and hit marginalized
communities the hardest.
Mississippi ranks the highest
in maternal mortality rate,
infant mortality rate and
preterm birth rate, the highest
percentage of children born
with low birth weight and the
second-highest teen birth rate.
“Removing this access will
almost certainly make all these
indicators worse, increasing
the
rates
of
maternal
mortality, teen births and
make Mississippi unwelcome
for women and families,”
Ramachandran said. “Instead
of removing access to abortion,
I wish we would prioritize
care for mothers and newborn
children while preserving
women’s rights to choose to
have an abortion.”
Another key factor —
according to Ramachandran —
in determining the importance
of this case and access to
abortion is how accessible,
appropriate healthcare can
have an overall effect on the
country’s economy, welfare,
wellbeing and more specifically
women’s care. The possibility

of not having access to an
abortion or women’s clinic
can affect a woman’s ability to
receive other aspects of care
including,
contraceptives,
pregnancy testing and cancer
screenings.
“The important thing to
remember about abortion care
is that like any other aspect of
healthcare, it is tied to our lives
in many intricate ways,” he
said. “Access to abortion is not
just about choosing whether
or not to have a child, it is
also about making informed
decisions about your health,
your finances, your career and
your decision to pursue the life
you wish to lead.”
Women’s rights activists
across
the
country
say
the
Mississippi
law
is
unconstitutional according to
almost five previous decades
of existing Supreme Court
rulings. However, with the
newest additions to the bench,
including Donald Trump’s
more conservative appointees,
Justices Amy Coney Barrett,
Neil Gorsuch and Brett
Kavanaugh, Democrats believe
Roe v. Wade is in clear danger.
“I’m really concerned,”
Hemmins said. “Especially
since they weren’t willing to do

anything about the Texas case
and let that go through. That
should have been less likely to
let that pass so it’s very, very
concerning. We only have one
abortion clinic in Mississippi
as it is. If Roe v. Wade is
essentially overturned, then
we’ll be back to where we were
when my mother was in college
here at Ole Miss, and she had
friends who died from botched
abortions.”
In a recent ruling over a
Texas abortion law, the three
justices voted against a request
to stop Texas’ restrictive
abortion law, which went
into effect Wednesday, Sept.
1, 2021. The new Texas law
prohibits abortion after six
weeks.
“I think that women should
be able to decide what happens
to their own bodies,” Hemmins
said. “And the vast majority
of Americans and even
Mississippians agree with me.”
The Pew Research Center
released poll results regarding
Americans’ overall opinions
on overturning Roe v. Wade,
with polling lasting from
July 22, 2019 - Aug. 4 2019.
In its findings, it states that
7 in 10 Americans said they
would not like to see Roe vs.

Wade overturned. In overall
majorities, 70% of women
don’t want the 1973 ruling
completely overturned, while
69% of men agree.
“Given Mississippi is an
outlier from the rest of the
country in many of these
metrics, I would imagine
support for outlawing abortion
among Mississippians is not
too closely aligned with the rest
of the country,” Ramachandran
said. “However, this support
may be meaningless unless we
can encourage our lawmakers
to legalize abortion access by
passing a law and not have to
rely on an almost-50-yearold ruling to provide access to
critical healthcare services.”
The gathering in Oxford will
take place at the RSVP Plaza,
the steps next to Oxford City
Hall at 10 a.m. The gathering
will include speeches, music,
chants and possibly yoga.
“We’re just making some
presence,” Kellum said. “The
majority of people in America
do not want Roe v. Wade
overturned. However, it’s easy
to forget that, because it’s not
very visible. We’re looking
forward to it.”

2022 Ole Miss Yearbook
Senior Portraits
When:
October 11-15
October 18-22
October 25-29

Where:

Ole Miss Student Union,
Third Floor Lobby Hallway

Scheduling:

Questions?

www.ouryear.com
(school code 141)

1-800-OUR-YEAR
During normal business hours.

SENIORS (Class of 2022): Schedule appointments at www.ouryear.com.
School code: 141 or call 1-800-OUR-YEAR (1-800-687-9327).
CDC-recommended guidelines will be followed.
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MANDATE

continued from page 1
Mississippians have received
at least one dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine and in
Lafayette county, 48% of
people are fully vaccinated.
Both the University of
Mississippi’s Faculty and
Associated Student Body
Senates passed legislation
imploring the university to
instate a vaccine mandate
before the Institutes of Higher
learning Board of Trustees
voted to bar universities from
doing so.
“ASB still fully encourages
increasing vaccinations with
the resources available on
and off campus,” said Bennett
Matson, ASB’s chairman of
external affairs. “We believe
that the University’s mask
requirement indoors is an
effective way to mitigate the
spread of COVID-19. We will
continue to promote student
health and safety in all
matters.”
Tannehill and the city of

Oxford have made a concerted
effort to encourage local
residents to get vaccinated,
hosting vaccination drives.
Tannehill even referred to
the pandemic as a ‘pandemic
of the unvaccinated’ when the
mask mandate was initially
announced
in
August.
Tannehill believes those who
wish to protect themselves
will mask voluntarily when
necessary.
“There seem to be equal
numbers of people who
support and oppose a mask
mandate. Our decision has
been based on hospitalization
numbers for the past year and
a half. The decision today was
based on the decreasing cases
of COVID that are requiring
hospitalizations,” Tannehill
said. “I honestly believe that
the people who are committed
to protecting themselves and
others will continue to wear
a mask indoors when social
distancing is not possible
without a mandate.”
Morgan Moore assisted
reporting for this article.

HG BIGGS/ THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

A sign outside the Ole Miss Student Union transit center reminds students to mask up before boarding
the buses.

need more news?
Visit thedmonline.com for
breaking news on Oxford and
the Ole Miss campus
While you’re there, sign up for The Morning Briefing,
our newsletter with the top news of the day.
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ROTC races against
sexual assault

BRITTANY KOHNE

thedmnews@gmail.com

The university’s Army, Navy
and Marine Reserve Officer
Training Corps hosted a three mile
run on Sept. 29 to raise awareness
for the Sexual Harassment/
Assault Response and Protection
Program.
During
the
month
of
September, Cadet Command
tasked the ROTC, the Service
Academy and Senior Military
College to run 7,816-plus miles to
represent the number of sexual
assault cases reported in the
military in 2020. This was the
first time the ROTC hosted the
SHARP run.
In 2019 the number of sexual
assault cases were 6,236, which is
1% lower than 2020 cases.
“Department of Defense
leadership is committed to
providing the men and women

who defend this country with
workplaces
where
dignity
and respect and inclusion are
the norm,” said Maj. Gen.
Clement Coward, director of the
Department of Defense’s Sexual
Assault Prevention and Response
Office.
The Cadets and midshipmen
were encouraged to wear teal, the
official color for sexual assault and
harassment awareness.
The race began at 6 a.m.
with the start line at the Tad
Pad. The race then ran through
All American Drive, University
Avenue, Gertrude Ford Boulevard,
Manning Way, Hill Drive, Chucky
Mullins and finished three miles
at the Tad C. Smith Coliseum.
Cadet
Mariana
Strawn
said sexual harassment is
never justified and the ROTC’s
responsibilty is to intervene when
matters arise.
“Our goal was to bring

GRAPHIC COURTESY: LUKE MAYES

harassment
and
assault
program, strives to reduce the
stigma of reporting, protect
victims and increase prevention,
investigation, prosecution and
victim care capabilities.
If you or anyone you know
have been sexually assaulted,
contact 24 Hour Rape Crisis HotLine

sexual assault and harassment
awareness to the forefront of
our cadet’s minds,” Strawn said.
“Furthermore, we recognize that
sexual assault and harassment
occurs in all services, and it will
take a joint-service effort to
combat the problem.”
SHARP, the Army’s sexual

800-656-HOPE
(4673)
or National Sexual Violence
Resource Center (NSVRC) at 717909-0710.
If you are in the military,
contact SHARP’s on call 24-7
Sexual Assault Response Hotline
at (410) 322-7154.

Declaration of Independence
Center hosts vaccine talk
VIOLET JIRA

thedmnews@gmail.com

The
Declaration
of
Independence Center for the
Study of American Freedom
hosted their first event of the year.
The DOIC hosted Aaron Rice, the
director of the Mississippi Justice
Institute, in a conversation about
the constitutionality of vaccine
mandates.
Due to the widespread
national impact of the COVID-19
pandemic, and the contention
surrounding the COVID-19
vaccine and vaccine mandates,
the constitutionality of vaccine
mandates provided the perfect
basis onto which the university
community could hear a dialogue
on state and federal powers with
respect to their freedoms.
“We’re not asking whether
vaccines are good or bad, or
even whether vaccines should be
required or not required,” DOIC
Director Steven Skultety said
as he introduced Rice. “Today’s
discussion deals with who gets to
make that decision. In particular,

we’re asking whether this kind of
action — this particular exercise
of power is granted to the federal
government in our Constitution.”
Rice is a veteran of the Iraq
War and a Purple Heart recipient,
as well as an alumnus of the
University of Mississippi School
of Law. The Mississippi Justice
Institute defends Mississippians
whose state or federal rights have
been threatened by government
actions. He has served as the
institute’s director since 2018.
“You know, Steven asked
the question, ‘can the federal
government or is it constitutional
for the federal government to
have a vaccine mandate?’ And
the answer to that is no, that’s my
answer to that,” Rice said. “And,
you know, we don’t really know
a lot about vaccine mandates
when it comes to Supreme Court
law. And so I’ll start with what
we do know, for everybody.”
Rice
delivered
further
comment on the constitutionality
of vaccine mandates, and
more nuanced conversations
developed
as
attendees

asked questions and offered
perspectives of their own. Due
to this success, Skultety plans on
hosting more events like this in
the future now that the DOIC is
off the ground.
“Now that the Center has
been officially announced, I am in
the process of inviting speakers,
organizing a reading group for
students, faculty and community
members, and recruiting student
interns to help the center with its
mission,” he said.
Skultety
assumed
the
position of director this summer
and since then has been taking
strides to fulfil his responsibilities
and duties, even as the center is
in its early days.
“My core responsibility is
to make sure that University
of Mississippi students and
faculty have an opportunity to
explore the nature of freedom in
America, as well as the sorts of
constitutions, laws, policies and
norms that support or hinder
freedom,” he said. “My job is to
create tangible opportunities
for everyone at the University

GRAPHIC COURTESY: DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE CENTER

of Mississippi to enter into
these debates and explore these
issues.”
Though Skultety has long
term goals for the center, like
offering classes and academic
opportunities, he is focused on
covering the basics this first
year, creating the program’s
foundation.
“This first year, there are a
number of basics that I will need

to tackle: securing an office,
developing social media and
building relations with other
organizations, just to name a
few,” he said. “In the next two or
three years, my goal is to build
a Center that offers classes and
other academic opportunities
for students and community
members interested in studying
American freedom in a rigorous
way.”

Curbside recycling is back!
As of October 4th, the City of Oxford’s curbside recycling program
will resume. You may put your recyclables at the curb on your regular
rubbish pick-up day. To sign up for new service go to oxfordms.net/
curbside-recycling-signup
Call 662.232.2745 or email clean@oxfordms.net with any questions.
REMINDER: Recycling bins are available on Game Days in the Grove

Let’s recycle, Rebs!

38890
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School of Pharmacy hosts HPV awareness events
MARY BOYTE

thedmnews@gmail.com

The School of Pharmacy

partnered with the Public
Health Program to hold two
University of Mississippi
HPV
Free
events
on
Wednesday, Sept. 29, from
1-4 p.m. at the Galtney-Lott
Plaza and Wednesday, Oct.
6th, 1-4 p.m. at the Union
Plaza.
U M HPV Free is a

campaign centered around
spreading awareness about
the human papillomavirus
and
providing
students
with the opportunity to
get vaccinated. The events
will
include
learning
opportunities and giveaways.
At the tables, students
interested in getting the
vaccine can connect with the
Student Health Department.
Dr.

Marie
Barnard,
Graduate
Program
Coordinator for the School
of Pharmacy, hopes these
events will help educate
students on the potential
effects of HPV.
“HPV is a common virus
that can lead to certain
cancers
later
in
life,”
Barnard said. “According
to the Centers for Disease
Control, 85% of people will
get an HPV infection in their
lifetime.”
Most

HPV
infections
aren’t cause for concern

and will dissipate on their
own, according to Barnard.
However, there are some that
stay and can cause certain
cancers. B
arnard hopes to
teach students that the HPV
vaccine is a safe and effective
way to prevent this risk.
“ HPV

vaccination
is
cancer prevention,” Barnard
said.
Spreading
this
information is vital as
Mississippi has one of the
lowest HPV vaccination rates
in the country despite having
a high rate of childhood
vaccinations.
According
to the CDC as of 2019,
only 30.5% of adolescents
in Mississippi are fully
vaccinated for HPV. This
number is substandard when
compared to the overall
54.2% of the United States.
“This is a missed cancer
prevention
opportunity
and we hope to increase
vaccinations to reduce the
risk of future HPV-related
cancers in our community,”
Barnard said.
Madison Thornton, an Ole
Miss alum who graduated
with a B.S. in biology and
a B.A. in public policy
leadership, shared similar
sentiments. Thornton wrote
her Honors College senior
thesis on the HPV vaccination
rate in Mississippi. The
state’s low rate paired
with the risks of HPV was
Thornton’s inspiration.

ILLUSTRATION: MICAH CRICK / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

“I was interested in
exploring
the
factors
contributing to (the low
vaccination
rate)
and
how we can increase the
HPV vaccination rate in
Mississippi because of the
vaccine’s potential to prevent
cancer and improve the
health of Mississippians,”
Thornton said.
For her thesis, Thornton
interviewed 13 physicians
across the state to get to
the root of the problem.

She found that Mississippi’s
lack of requirement, lack
of
education
and
the
association of the HPV virus
with sexual activity led
people to avoid the vaccine.
Forgetting to schedule a
second appointment is also a
factor, Thornton said.
Thornton said she hopes
policy change will help turn
the numbers around. She
said policies focused on
education, mandates and
automatic
appointment

scheduling
are
key
to
improving vaccination rates.
Spreading
awareness
through events like UM HPV
Free will contribute to the
education Thornton wants.
Barnard said she hopes the
campaign will become an
annual event.
“Come by and see us at
the Wednesday events to
learn the facts about HPV
and how to protect yourself
from HPV-related cancers,”
Barnard said.

Secondary on-campus testing returns to UM
VIOLET JIRA

thedmnews@gmail.com

The
university
has
announced the return of oncampus COVID-19 testing.
Students, faculty and staff
are eligible to receive testing
weekly
Monday
through
Friday from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Testing is available Saturdays,
with the exception of home
game days, from 12 p.m. to 4
p.m. and Sundays, on home

game weekends, from 12 p.m.
to 4 p.m.
This is the first full week
since the semester commenced
that on campus COVID-19
testing will be offered. Testing
will be offered at the UniversityOxford Depot and are available
to both symptomatic and
asymptomatic students, faculty
and staff. The university
is offering PCR tests, and
samples will be collected via
nasopharyngeal swabbing.

Drive-thru rapid testing
was offered during the previous
academic year, as sophomore
international studies major
Paola Leon recalls.
“My test was negative but
my experience was positive
for the most part,” Leon said.
“It was really convenient — it
was within walking distance of
my dorm. I got my results back
very quickly.”
Testing has already actively
been offered on COVID-19, per

38884

the university’s campus plan
for fall 2021.
“Symptomatic
and
asymptomatic testing will
be available in Fall 2021
through the University Health
Services,” reads the website.
“If you have been exposed to
COVID-19 or have symptoms,
you may schedule a test at the
UM Health center.”
The new walk-in testing
center expands the availability
of testing across the campus

and the greater Oxford
area for university affiliated
individuals.
“I think testing being
offered this year is a helpful
tool for students who may
have come into contact with
someone who has COVID-19
or is exhibiting COVID-19
symptoms themselves, or as
someone who doesn’t want to
put their loved ones at risk,”
Leon said. “Everyone should
take advantage of it.”

38886
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#BEATBAMA
RUBY DRAAYER

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Rebels officially start
SEC play this weekend, and
their first opponent is not one
to be taken lightly.
Ole
Miss
heads
to
Tuscaloosa this weekend, in
hopes of getting their first
4-0 start since 2015. In that
same 2015 season, the Rebels
opened up SEC play against
Alabama in Tuscaloosa.
In the 2020 season, the
Rebels gave the defending
national champions a run
for their money for over
three-quarters of play, only
allowing the Alabama offense
to pull away right at the end.
This same offense featured
multiple first round NFL draft
picks and is considered as one
of the greatest Alabama teams
of all time. While the Alabama
team looks very different this
year, they do have a tendency
of reloading instead of just
replacing. Head coach Lane
Kiffin has expressed his

feelings on heading back to
Bryant-Denny and facing a
very good team coming off of
a bye week.
“It’s good to go out there
and compete against a great
team, as we all know,” Kiffin
said. “You don’t see any holes
in this team. It’s not only
challenging to play them but
to play them there. We’ve
never really played in front
of a crowd in two years. It’s a
true road game. We’re going
to have our hands full. We’re a
huge underdog for a reason.”
Bryant-Denny Stadium is
notorious for being a place
where opponents’ dreams
come to die. The last team
that won in that stadium
was LSU in 2019. The same
team that went on to win the
National Championship that
year. Before LSU, the last
time a team beat Alabama
in Tuscaloosa was in 2015.
It came from the Ole Miss
Rebels.
One
of
the
biggest
storylines for this matchup
is that both quarterbacks

HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Lane Kiffin and his son Knox arrive with the Ole Miss football team at the Walk of Champions in the Grove
before Ole Miss’s game against Tulane on Sept. 18.
are Heisman contenders.
Matt Corral and Bryce Young
are currently sitting at one
and two in the Heisman
rankings with very similar
stats so far this season. Both
quarterbacks are very familiar
with each other and are both
from Southern California.
They have become two of the
most popular faces in college
football this season.
Corral has completed 68%
of his passes for 997 yards
and 14 touchdowns so far this
season. Corral was criticized
last year due to the amount
of interceptions, specifically
his 11 interceptions in two
games. This year, Corral has
yet to turn the ball over.
Corral is not able to put
up these numbers himself
and has veteran wide receiver
Dontario Drummond to thank
for that. Drummond was 1 of 8
wide receivers to be added to

LAST DAY TO DROP IS
MONDAY, OCTOBER 4

the Biletnikoff Award Watch
List. This award recognizes
the outstanding receiver in
college football every season,
and last year it went to
Heisman Award winner and
Alabama receiver, Devonta
Smith. Through three games,
Drummond has hauled in 20
catches for 339 yards, along
with four touchdowns. The
senior wideout ranks eighth
in the FBS with 113 yards per
game. He has also recorded a
touchdown pass in the past
eight games.
Going into this game
against Alabama, Drummond,
along
with
the
other
receivers, will need to put
up huge numbers to defeat
the Crimson Tide. Braylon
Sanders and Jonathan Mingo
have been players to keep
an eye out for, and have a
combined five touchdowns
this season.
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The running back room
is known as the four-headed
beast, with four very capable
players. Jerrion Ealy, Kentrell
Bullock, Henry Parrish Jr.
and Snoop Connor have
excelled so far this season
and will be essential to
getting the win over the Tide.
Having depth to the offense
is something that Lane Kiffin
and Jeff Lebby have excelled
at, and they have utilized it to
put up obscene numbers in 13
games as Ole Miss coaches.
Last season against Alabama,
Ole Miss rushed for 291 yards,
along with 379 receiving
yards. The offense had no
problem putting up numbers,
but last year’s defense was the
area that struggled.
This season, they have
already made a drastic
improvement. The Landshark
defense finished the year in
126th place in total defense.
This year, through three
games, the defense is sitting
at 59th in total defense. The
Rebels gave up 63 points
to the National Champions
last year, and all indications
show that that probably won’t
happen again. Alabama head
coach Nick Saban talked this
week about the improvements
he has seen so far this season.
“This year,” Saban said,
“because they’ve had the
spring, they’ve had the
summer, they’ve had a year,
they know what kind of
adjustments they need to
make relative to the players
they have, and they’ve done a
really good job of that.”
Kickoff against Alabama
on Oct. 2 is set for 2:30 p.m.
CT and will be televised by
CBS as the SEC Game of the
Week.
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Let’s talk football with Crimson White
Sports Editor Ashlee Woods
thedmsports@gmail.com

In preparation for the Ole
Miss game against Alabama
this
Saturday,
Assistant
Sports Editor Ruby Draayer
sat down with Ashlee Woods,
sports editor at the Crimson
White. Check out what Ashlee
has to say.
Q:
Alabama
is
notorious for reloading
after every season with
new players who were
just as capable as the last
group. With that being
said, do you think there
are any major position
gaps for this year’s team?
A: The offensive line is
probably the team’s biggest
weakness. However, it is
not necessarily because of
talent, but of experience
and
leadership.
Landon
Dickerson, Alex Leatherwood
and Deonte Brown were key
pieces on the line for most
of their time in Tuscaloosa.
Despite losing some talented
leaders, the offensive line
has done a decent job at
protecting Bryce Young.
Q: So far, what has
impressed
you
the
most about the Rebels
this season? What has
underwhelmed you?
A: I’ve been impressed
with the consistency on
offense. The game against
Tulane was the ninth under
Lane Kiffin that the offense
has gone over 500 yards. I
think any offense that can
do that has shown that they
are able to execute plays at
a high level. I’ve also been
impressed with Matt Corral’s
poise in and outside the
pocket. It seems like nothing
really fazes him, which will be
vital going into this weekend.
I think the defense’s
physicality has not been
discussed enough. So far,
the Rebels have nine sacks
for a loss of 23 yards and 23

tackles for a loss. AJ Finley,
Sam Williams and Chance
Campbell have dominated so
far. They know how to exploit
the holes in the offensive line
to get to the quarterback.
I think their commanding
presence on the field has

the SEC in overall defense
last season. However, this
will be the SEC opener for
the Rebels this season.
How will the Tide be
able to use that to their
advantage?
A: As I stated earlier, I

A: Corral is at his deadliest
on the move. The Crimson
Tide has struggled against
mobile quarterbacks this
season. If they can limit the
chunk plays Corral can make
with his legs, Alabama will
be able to rattle Corral. I also

ILLUSTRATION BY: MICAH CRICK / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

helped others really play at a
high, physical level.
Q: What excites you
about
the
matchup
between Bryce Young and
Matt Corral?
A: I think I’m excited to
see how each player handles
the pressure of this matchup.
Does Young take everything
he learned against Florida
and internalize it during this
game? Can Corral handle the
energetic crowd at BryantDenny? Both players have
been credited for showing
remarkable poise during the
season, so I’m interested to
see if that will continue on
Saturday.
Q: The Ole Miss defense
has
made
significant
strides so far this year,
after being the worst in

have been impressed with
the defense this season.
Despite only playing against
non-conference opponents,
they have set a standard of
playing
physical
defense
for 60 minutes. Ole Miss is
also playing their first SEC
matchup off of their bye as
well. I think Alabama can take
advantage of a slow start from
Ole Miss. Alabama has already
played in a somewhat hostile
environment in Florida. This
time, the crowd will be on
their [Alabama’s] side.
Q: If Ole Miss cannot
get the crowd out of the
game, it could be a long
night for the Rebels.
In what ways do you
think that the Alabama
defense will be able to
rattle Matt Corral?
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think if Alabama can slow
down the tempo of the offense
by playing tight coverage, that
can allow the front seven to
disrupt the passing game and
sack Corral.
Q: What are the keys to
the game for each team?
A: For Ole Miss, it’s
imperative to not get off
to a slow start. Although
Alabama dropped intensity
in the second quarter on

Gainesville, we all saw how
Alabama can take advantage
of slow starts to build a pretty
sizable lead. Ole Miss needs
to keep this game within
reach. They have the talent to
get into the shootout or make
a comeback. If this game gets
too far away from the Rebels,
it will spell trouble.
For Alabama, it really
starts in the trenches. The
offensive line must keep
Williams,
Campbell
and
Finley out of the backfield.
The offensive line also must
create holes for the running
backs to establish the run
game. That will take some
pressure off of Young as well.
The defensive line must get
to Corral. So far, the defense
has sacked the quarterback
10 times. If Alabama can win
both battles in the trenches,
the path to victory becomes
a lot easier for the Crimson
Tide.
Q: What are you most
looking forward to in the
much anticipated Saban v.
Kiffin coaching matchup?
A: There’s a lot of respect
between these two coaches.
I’m looking forward to seeing
how that respect relays
over to the game plan for
Saturday. Both teams and
coaches have acknowledged
the talent on each team, how
do they plan for that? Does
Alabama press the Ole Miss
receivers? Does Ole Miss
load the box to eliminate the
run? I’m essentially looking
to see if each coach and their
coordinators give the other
team too much respect.
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CFB pick ‘em: Week 5
THE DM SPORTS DESK
thedmsports@gmail.com

No. 12 Ole Miss at No.
1
Alabama:
Catherine
Jeffers
Final Score Prediction:
Ole Miss 49, Alabama 41
Bold. But not unwarranted.
We are currently six years
removed from that fateful
September night in BryantDenny Stadium where the
Rebels beat the Alabama
Crimson Tide 43-37. With
the game back in Tuscaloosa,
some might put Ole Miss at a
disadvantage. Think back to
2015. Ring a bell? Oh yeah,
that was in Tuscaloosa too.
In 2015, Alabama was
ranked No. 2 and Ole Miss sat
at No. 15. This year, Alabama
holds the coveted No. 1 spot
and Ole Miss is currently
ranked No. 12. While this
has no direct reflection on
how Saturday will go, it is
something to look out for.
Alabama has sat at the top of
the college football rankings
for years since, while Ole
Miss has dwindled in the
background, only to come
back with a powerhouse
offense and vastly improved
defense this year. In this case,
there’s more to this game for
the Rebels. It’s truly Ole Miss’
time to shine and prove to
those watching what they are
capable of.
The
quarterback
matchup alone could fuel
my excitement for a year.
The nation’s two top-ranked

quarterbacks going headto-head in early October is
a marquee event. Through
three games, Matt Corral has
been responsible for 14 of the
Rebels’ 21 touchdowns. On
the opposite side of the field,
Alabama quarterback Bryce
Young has been at the helm
of 15 Alabama touchdowns
through four games.
Alabama had their first
test of the season against
Florida two weeks ago, edging
out a narrow three point
victory in a rowdy Gainesville
atmosphere. In contrast, Ole
Miss has yet to be truly tested
by any opponent thus far.
The Rebels have racked up an
impressive 158 points while
holding their opponents to an
average of 20.67 points per
game.
This Saturday’s game will
be a battle of offenses. By no
means should you expect a
low-scoring matchup, but the
true test will be how the Rebel
defense can perform against
Bryce Young and company.
If they can keep Alabama’s
offense to three touchdowns
in the first half, we might just
witness history repeat itself.
I’d give anything to see
Lane Kiffin beat his former
boss. None of Nick Saban’s
former assistant coaches have
beaten him head-to-head, and
who else but Kiffin to be the
first. Coach Saban angry is
truly an image that could be
hung in a museum.
No. 14 Michigan at
Wisconsin: Owen Pustell

Final Score Prediction:
Michigan 31, Wisconsin
17
After winning their first
three games by a combined
score of 141-34, Michigan was
flying high heading into their
homecoming weekend before
getting a reality check from
a strong Rutgers team led by
head coach Greg Schiano.
The Scarlet Knights fought
till the end, and had the ball
late down by just a touchdown,
but a turnover forced by the
stout Michigan defense iced
the game. The Wolverines,
who entered the year ranked
32nd in the nation, have
exceeded expectations and
battled their way up to 14th
in the official rankings behind
a violent rushing attack and a
defense that refuses to let up
points.
The script has been flipped
for Wisconsin who started
the year at No. 14, but enters
this game unranked after a
1-2 start. However, don’t let
Wisconsin’s record misguide
you as they might be the best
losing team in the nation,
with their losses coming at the
hands of No. 4 Penn State, and
No. 9 Notre Dame. In order
to win, the Badgers will need
another great performance
from their rushing defense,
who allowed a combined 53
rushing yards in their ranked
games.
The stout front will face
their
toughest
opponent
yet, as Michigan’s offense
averages just over 300

PROUD PARTNER
with OLE MISS DINING
Carryout Only
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rushing yards per game. The
Wolverine offense is based
on controlling the clock
and tiring out opponents
defensive units with their 1-2
RB punch of Hassan Haskins
and Blake Corum.
Stuffing the inside run
would force Michigan to go
to the air, where they’ve had
mixed results.
On the other side of the
ball, Wisconsin’s offense is
going to need to have their
best outing of the season.
Michigan’s
defense
has
allowed an average of just 12
points per game which will be
a tough test for the Badgers,
who scored 16 against Penn
State, and 13 against Notre
Dame. I predict Michigan will
be able to control the game
with their defense, but will
need their rushing game to
connect if they want to secure
a healthy win.
No. 8 Arkansas at No.
2 Georgia: Aidan Gallardo
Final Score Prediction:
Georgia 28, Arkansas 17
College
Gameday
is
coming to Tuscaloosa! Oh
wait, Athens?
That’s right. All eyes
are set on this intense SEC
matchup between the No. 8
Arkansas Razorbacks and the
No. 2 Georgia Bulldogs.
Arkansas has started their
season off with a bang. They
are currently undefeated after
coming off an impressive
victory against Texas A&M.
Even though the game was

played in a neutral site, AT&T
Stadium in Arlington, Texas,
it seemed like an away game
for Arkansas with the sea of
Aggies fans that filled the
stadium.
Arkansas had a 17 point
lead before allowing Texas
A&M to score 10 straight
points of their own. But, a
field goal at the end of the
game sealed it for Arkansas.
This Arkansas team is tough
and gritty, especially on the
defensive side of the ball. You
know who else is tough and
gritty? Their opponent this
week in Georgia.
Georgia
has
looked
dominant in all phases
of the game. Offensively,
defensively, special teams
and coaching. This season,
Georgia has beaten then
number 3 ranked Clemson,
UAB, South Carolina and
Vanderbilt. Last week’s game
against Vanderbilt was an
absolute massacre, as they
won 62-0.
This is a scary Georgia
defense. They rank first in
total defense and points
allowed per game at a
staggering number of 5.8. This
game will be a low-scoring
defensive battle. It’ll be close
in the first three quarters, but
I think Georgia will pull away
late. Even though Arkansas
has started off their season
strong, it’s hard for any team
to beat this Georgia team.
Especially in Athens.
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Will NIL hurt college
football?

DILLON CADER

thedmsports@gmail.com

When Name, Image and
Likeness (NIL) and college
athletics officially met each other
on July 1, fans, particularly those
of college football, began voicing
their questions and concerns
on if NIL will negatively impact
the game. Fast-forward four
weeks into the season and these
questions remain unanswered.
Although it is still too early
for anyone to give a certain
answer, the beginning of the 2021
college football season has given
everyone an opportunity to see
for themselves if NIL has had any
effect on the game.
One of the biggest concerns
from many fans is if NIL deals
would give big name programs
such as Alabama, LSU, Ohio State
and Texas an unfair advantage
from a recruiting standpoint.
Companies who are trying
to increase their brand are more
likely to sign bigger paying
deals with players from bigger
programs because of the amount
of exposure these programs get.
This in itself could potentially
sway top recruits to sign with
these programs.
Alabama beat writer for rivals.
com, Tony Tsoukalas, says that
NIL is “definitely an asset” for
big name programs. “Players
already come to Alabama to gain
recognition on the field. It only
makes sense that they will have
the same mindset when it comes
to capitalizing off of it,” Tsoukalas
said.
Christian Clemente, the
Auburn recruiting analysis and
writer for rivals.com, says he
hasn’t seen it impact anything
yet, but thinks that “it’ll certainly
impact recruiting no matter how
hard the NCAA says they don’t
want it to.”
Another concern was if all
the attention around NIL deals
would become a distraction to
some players, causing them to
underperform.
Although it is tough to tell
exactly what makes a particular
player struggle, it is notable
to point out that through the
first four weeks of the season
some of the biggest names
that were mentioned in NIL
this past summer have vastly
underperformed.
In the offseason, Oklahoma
quarterback Spencer Rattler was
labeled as an “NIL Poster Boy”
and was an early front-runner for
the Heisman Trophy. He signed
multiple NIL deals, one of which
was with Fowler automotive in
Norman, Oklahoma which gifted
him two brand new vehicles.
Rattler has disappointed
many fans with his play so far. He
no longer is considered the frontrunner for the Heisman and in
Saturday’s game against West
Virginia, he was booed by his own
fans. Some were even chanting
for him to be replaced by backup
Quarterback Caleb Williams.
North Carolina Quarterback
Sam Howell was also expected
to make a run at the Heisman

and was a big target for NIL deals
early on. According to ESPN’s
Dan Murphy, Howell signed a
six-figure deal with Super Glow
trading cards.
Through four weeks, North
Carolina is 2-2 and has fallen out
of the top 25 after a poor showing
in Atlanta against Georgia Tech.
Along with that, Howell has
dropped all but completely out of
the Heisman race.
DJ Uiagalelei, Clemson’s
quarterback and the replacement
for the number one overall NFL
draft pick Trevor Lawerence,
also signed multiple NIL ideals
including a deal with Dr Pepper
and multiple fast food deals.
Uiagalelei
has
utterly
underperformed to start the
season, throwing for only three
touchdowns
and
matching
that with three interceptions.
Uiagalelei has a QBR of only 46.2,
one of the lowest in the country.
His performance has been a big
reason why Clemson has lost two
regular season games for the first
time since 2014.
The question will remain as if
these players’ poor performances
are a result of their recent NIL
superstardom. Tsoukalas thinks
that big NIL deals can potentially
put a spotlight on players that
could have a negative impact on
them.
“NIL certainly creates more
of a spotlight on a player that
could affect his or her play,”
said Tsoukalas. “It’s something
athletes will have to balance now
moving forward.”
Tsoukalas still thinks that the
player struggles have more to do
with the overall pressure that is
placed upon them, rather than
just the NIL, but acknowledges
that the NIL spotlight could have
a negative impact.
One player who wasn’t an
initial big name in the NIL world
is Ole Miss quarterback Matt
Corral. Although not a surprise to
those who watched him last year,
Corral has shocked a lot of people
with his play so far in the season.
Corral’s impressive play
has the Rebels ranked No. 1 in
the country in total yards per
game and the 12th best team in
The AP Top 25 poll after being
unranked to start the season. He
and Alabama’s Bryce Young are
now the lone favorites to win the
Heisman.
Not everyone agrees with the
concept of NIL deals impacting
players’ performances.
Clemente believes the deals
have nothing to do with the
players’ performance.
“I don’t think that’s really got
anything to do with NIL deals, to
be honest,” Clemente said. “I just
don’t see that as a distraction by
any means.”
Clemente added that he had
not seen any difference in Auburn
players who have signed deals.
Only time will tell how
NIL will affect college football.
Hopefully, the questions of
whether recruiting will become
utterly lopsided or if player
struggles relate to NIL hype will
be answered sooner than later.
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Matt Corral smiles toward the sidelines after scoring a touchdown against Tulane on Sept. 18.
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Anthropology professor to give lecture on
impacts of immigration
CARTER DIGGS

thedm features@gmail.com

Many words describe the
deserts of Arizona. Scorched.
Sun-baked.
Blistering.
Anthropology professor Jason
De León has another: weapon.
Light on security, the desert
is often crossed by migrants
looking to find a way into the
United States. With such harsh
weather and at least three days
worth of land to cross, many who
make the trip don’t come out the
desert’s other side.
And what of their bodies?
This is the question that
drives De León’s upcoming
presentation “The Land of Open
Graves: Understanding the
Current Politics of Migrant Life
and Death along the US-Mexico
Border.” The presentation is
scheduled Thursday Sept. 30
at 4 p.m. in the David H. Nutt
Auditorium.

De León’s lecture will seek
to dive into the question of what
happens to the bodies of the dead
along the U.S.-Mexico border,
providing both statistics and
stories that have been overlooked
by
American
discourse
surrounding
immigration
issues. He believes that the act
of allowing migrants to die and
decompose in the desert is an
act of hidden violence by the
state that lays long-lasting roots
of generational trauma in the
families of those passed. For
years, the policies surrounding
America’s border, including
efforts to construct a border
wall, have driven migrants to less
secured, yet more dangerous,
routes into the country, such as
the Arizona deserts.
“To me, migrants dying in the
desert isn’t a natural occurrence
or unexpected outcome,” De León
said. “It’s the direct outcome of a
policy that was designed to kill
people. The fact that we can have
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thousands of people dying in the
Arizona desert and not consider
it a humanitarian crisis speaks a
lot to how we view the value of
migrant lives.”
De León is executive director
of the Undocumented Migration
Project, an organization that uses
multidisciplinary
techniques
to study and understand
various aspects of unauthorized
immigration attempts.
The
organization
takes
requests from families, acting
as an intermediary with the
Medical Examiner’s Office in
Tucson, Arizona, and several
consulates. By keeping contact
with these organizations, the
Undocumented
Migration
project works to bring the
remains of migrants back to their
loved ones, wherever they may
be.
“Our mission is to help start
the healing process,” De León
said. “The families we work with
can be in a state of perpetual
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Toe tags that students will be able to hang up in Lamar Hall as a
part of the Department of Anthropology’s art instillation starting
Thursday. The instillation will be officially installed in tangent with
De León’s presentation, and will be apart of the Hostile Terrain 94
project.
mourning. Just to be able to bury
a loved one can be a monumental
thing.”
This lecture tour isn’t De
León’s first time around the
country. De León spent many
years of his youth living in Mexico
and the southern United States.
In his 20s he spent much of his
time in a van with his hardcore
punk band. As it turns out, he’s
found anthropology work not
much different from his days on
the electric bass.
“Getting to go on tour
was a lot like becoming an
anthropologist,” De Leon said.
“When I realized I couldn’t make
a good living as a musician, I fell
back on the part of the lifestyle
I really liked — getting to meet
people, travel, and learn new
things.”
Along with the presentation,
the Department of Sociology
and Anthropology will also be
constructing an interactive art
installation in Lamar Hall as part
of the Hostile Terrain 94 project.
Starting Thursday afternoon,
students can help label and
hang toe tags along a map of the
Arizona-Mexico border. These
tags will display the real records
and information of migrants
who died crossing the border.
Some will also include QR codes
students can scan to read more

in-depth stories from the lives of
these migrants. The installation
will take several weeks, and the
department plans to have the
installation up for most of the
semester.
“You’ll see a lot of people
who are the same age as our
students,” associate professor of
anthropology Carolyn Freiwald
said. “While we’re spending
a weekend out, someone the
same age might be making this
trip across the desert in order to
survive.”
Recent months have seen
not only those from continental
Mexico, but also refugees from
Haiti try to make the trips through
the desert. As more people put
their life on the line, De León
hopes to encourage conversation
and empathy surrounding those
attempting to find their way into
the United States.
“If we can create empathy
with people who seem radically
different from us, I hope we can
start to have discussions about
what immigration reform might
look like,” De León said. “The
struggles migrants have are very
much the struggles that we all
have.”

SUDOKU©
HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains the
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

CHALLENGING

Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.

THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 30 SEPTEMBER 2021 | PAGE 11

OPINION

Convicted citizens deserve to vote
ABIGAIL MYERS

thedmopinion@gmail.com

On Sept. 22 of this year, the
5th circuit of the Federal Court
of Appeals heard arguments
regarding Mississippi’s felony
voting
ban.
Mississippi’s
current law states that “you
permanently lose the right to
vote if you are convicted of
one of 23 barred crimes,” with
only the governor or the state
congress being able to restore
this right. Two lawsuits have
been filed challenging these
voting restrictions, one by
the Southern Poverty Law
Center and the other by the
Mississippi Center for Justice.
This antiquated law, which
began as a list of crimes state
legislators thought African

Americans would commit,
is not only racist but also
hinders the progression of
Mississippi. This law, written
during the Jim Crow era,
worked to prohibit unjustly
convicted African Americans
from
ever
voting.
This
injustice continues to the
present day by continuing to
punish felons long after they
have already served their
time.
This is seen in the case
of Dennis Hopkins, who was
charged with grand larceny
in 1998. Since his release, he
has served his community by
becoming “a foster parent, city
employee and youth mentor.”
Despite these contributions
to his community, Hopkins
is prohibited from voting
for life. Hopkins has argued

before the Court of Appeals
that he has already paid his
debt to society and asked “did
you sentence me to four years
in prison or did you sentence
me to a life sentence?”
I can partially understand
the argument that felons
should not be allowed to vote.
Why should they have a say
in our community when they
have actively betrayed it?
However, people like Dennis
Hopkins are actively trying
to better their community
while still being isolated
from it by the voting ban.
How can we argue that one of
the main goals of our prison
system is to reform criminals
when we never give them an
opportunity to re-enter the
community?
The argument that this

law protects our community
begins to crumble when you
see that when this bill was
created, murder and rape
were not included in the list
of crimes which resulted in
not being able to vote. Murder
and rape are arguabley the
most detrimental crimes to
a community, yet they were
not added as barred crimes
until 1968, nearly 78 years
after this law was originally
inacted.
If this law was truly about
protecting the Mississippi
community, these crimes
would have been the first
ones on the list. Therefore, it
makes sense that the current
challenges to the law include
arguments that murder and
rape should continue to
prohibit people from voting

from life, while removing the
other 21.
If Mississippi truly cared
about its citizens, it would
overturn or repeal this law.
Forward progression and
improvement on our past
should be both Mississippi’s
and our nation’s goal. Erasing
people’s voices for life because
of a single mistake that
they have already repented
for prohibits this positive
change. Keeping this law will
only serve to trap Mississippi
in the past.

Abigail
Myers
is
a
sophomore
majoring
in
English and psychology from
New Orleans, LA.

Society does not owe you anything
HANNAH NEWSOM

thedmopinion@gmail.com

We need a more honest
definition of what it means
when America is called to own
up to its past. On the surface,
this call is made to sound like
an olive branch: The system is
against me, but I am willing
to work together to fix it as
long as I receive the apology I
am owed. In reality, however,
owning America’s past looks
more like a convenient way
to blame others for your own
shortcomings. Accountability
only goes so far when the only
one allowed to be exempt is
yourself.
Too often, owning our past
is viewed through the lenses
of social justice and equity,
which seek to redistribute
privileges within society. This
is based on the assumption
that America was structured
to ensure minorities would
have a systemic disadvantage.
This narrative is not only

untrue, but it is harmful to
everyone. Many claim they
have been denied their fair
share as if society inherently
owes
anyone
anything.
Because this claim is based
on false expectations, those
who wish for compensation
do not receive it, which leads
to anger. They have been
brought up to believe they are
owed what others have simply
because they exist. When
reality rears its ugly head
and the spell is broken, what
choice do these individuals
have but to blame everyone
else?
Blaming other people for
your personal problems is
wrong, yet everywhere we
look it seems this idea is being
tolerated, sometimes even
encouraged. Even at Ole Miss,
incoming students are pushed
to
complete
“Diversity,
Equity,
and
Inclusion
training” before experiencing
interactions with their new
peers. This is not a mere
reminder to be respectful

and tolerant of those who are
different from you. This is
blatant discrimination toward
any student who is deemed
privileged by current societal
standards. We call for justice
to be served to those who have
been denied opportunities by
the system and seek to right
this supposed wrong through
equitable treatment. This is
presented as providing what
each individual needs to have
the best chance of success
in their lives because of one
disadvantage or another.
But the truth is, that this
is impossible as nobody is
guaranteed success. No one
person has the right to be
successful, especially when
their success comes from
stealing other people’s things.
I believe all Americans
have the right to pursue
happiness — a major aspect
of our country’s founding lies
in this principle. What I do
not believe is that modern
Americans are denied this
opportunity. We live in a
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time of great entitlement
and a sense of being owed
something; the gritty truth
is that we are owed nothing.
Success and happiness are
brought about by strong
values and hard work, both of
which are demonized in our
society.
What presents itself as a
crusade for truth and fairness
is really a sham for angry
individuals with misplaced
moral superiority. When I
hear someone calling me to
own America’s past, I cannot
help but believe that what
they truly want is for me to
apologize for a privilege I do

not have and show repentance
through giving them what
they want, free of charge. In
a culture where the only just
outcome is a selfish one, there
is no justice.

Hannah
Newsom
is
a
senior
majoring
in
elementary education from
Tupelo.
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